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Call for book chapter contributions 
(eds. Luca Benvenga and Emiliano Bevilacqua) 

 

Power relationship and subjectivation processes. An empirical outlook in an interdisciplinary 

perspective 

 

 

 

The transformation of social, economic, and political institutions calls into question the modern social 

order. The decline of the traditional family creates conflicts in the broader field of socialization and 

affectivity, the emergence of hybrid forms of economic activities (third sector, social cooperation, 

open source, creative finance etc.) weaken the normative value of profit and work while national 

democracies and international institutions are lacking in legitimacy and authority. The common fature 

of these transformations has often been identified in the process of individualization, a direct 

consequence of the decline of organizations and social institutions. The subject would tend to go 

beyond the boundaries of family, economic, and political identities that are now in crisis. 

 

Social sciences, between two centuries, have investigated with relative confidence the possibility of 

a controlled transition to a different world but the last years return a less straightforward scenario and 

literature. A new emergence of secular and religious paternalism coincides with more open 

manifestations of female and transgender identities; liberal economic policies are reproduced along 

with the emergence of solidarity and cooperative practices in a context made more difficult by the 

financial crisis of the last decade; hierarchical and authoritarian tendencies are proposed as a solution 

to the crisis of democracy, competing with participatory and deliberative dynamics. Power relations 

seem to chase society along the opaque and complex trajectories of individualization processes that 

assume daily life as the privileged vehicle of their manifestations. Although social conflict appears to 

be present and decisive, it is difficult to interpret and understand the new forms with which different 

values and behavioral patterns are generated. The impact of Information Technologies, and even more 

so in the Industrial Revolution 4.0 and Platform Capitalism, is coupled with economic accumulation 

processes geared to the appropriation of widespread intellect, creativity, leisure ( Wikipedia, 

Facebook, Crownsourcing, etc.) and consumer properties (Foodora, Uber, Airbnb, etc.). 

 

The disintermediation of knowledge, political communication, organization of work and leisure 

makes the analysis of relationships between individuals and societies and the understanding of 

conflicts and power relationships extremely complicated. 

 

The volume aims to empower empirical and theoretical contributions focused on the transformations 

of subjective behaviors and values in conflictual contexts in which institutional and organizational 

power comes into contact with individuals or social groups. The goal is to leave visible the interaction 

between subjectivity and power and provide an analytical contribution to the understanding of 

subjectivation processes that can modify individual biographies and social organization. Analytical 

contexts of interest, from this point of view, are represented by the fields of daily life, affective 

relationships, social movements, the economic conflicts around work and profit. 

On the basis of the approach identified, the call is aimed at scholars of social sciences (sociologists, 

philosophers, economists, anthropologists, psychologists, politologists, geographers, pedagogues, 

jurists) who explore the relationship between subjectivity and power. 
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Particular attention will be paid to empirical contributions, with the aim of a publication that can 

describe and analyze the relational dynamics generated by the above-mentioned social 

transformations. 

 

Deadlines 

 

June 15, 2017. Opening of the Request for Contributions to the Book Chapters. 

Interested people will be able to submit a title, an abstract and a brief bibliography of their proposal 

(maximum 3000 characters with maximum 15 bibliographic references will have to be completed by 

name, surname, institutional affiliation and email address) at soggettivitaepotere@gmail.com 

 

October 15, 2017. Closing the terms of the Call for book chapter contributions 

 

30 November 2017. Communication of any acceptance of the contribution 

 

30 April 2018. Sending of the contribution (maximum 50,000 characters including bibliography, 

notes and tables). 

 

The accepted proposals will be subject to a double blind peer review procedure. 

 

15 June 2018. Communication of the outcome review. 

Auditors' opinions will be communicated privately to the email address indicated at the time of 

submitting the abstract  

 

July 15, 2018. Final delivery of contributions 

 

November 2018. Publication of the book 


